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Waqgf Management System of
India (WAMSI)

Wagf is the permanent dedication
by a person professing Islam, of
movable or immovable properties
for any purpose recognized by
the Islamic law as pious, religious
or charitable. Wagf Management
System of India (WAMSI) is an
integrated on-line work flow
based Information System for the
management of Waqf Properties
under the control of various State/
UT Wagf Boards.
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aqfs are the

national resources

which are meant

to be used for the

development  of

the institutions
and raise funds for various welfare
activities. In a large number of cases,
Waqf properties are observed to be
inefficiently managed and often faces
the threat of encroachment, litigation,
alienation and sometimes sold-out.
Cases of blatant corruption abound
and selling of land for buildings,
hotels, malls or factories for a pittance
or handling out for meager rents
to satiate commercial interests has
become quite common these days.
A Joint Parliamentary Committee or
JPC on Waqf in its 9th Report had

recommended the computerization of

the records of State/UT Waqf Boards.

In order to ensure transparent
management of all the Waqf Properties
and computerize the core functions of
all State/UT Wagf Boards (SWBs),
Government of India has launched
“Scheme of Computerization of
Records of State/UT Waqf Boards”
in December 2009. In this scheme,
Central financial assistance is given
to the State Waqf Boards for setting-
up of ICT Infrastructure, deployment
of Technical Manpower for initial
hand-holding period for managing
& operating the ICT Infrastructure
and Software Applications, and for
imparting training and knowledge
transfer to the staff of the SWBs.

The Phase-I of the scheme involves
compliance to annual return filing of
each assessable Waqf Property and
implementation of the work flows
for leasing processes and tracking
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WAMSI Workflow

litigations. Digital archiving of legally
admissible documents pertaining to
Waqf Properties that establishes the
Ownership Right as Waqgfto the SWBs,
is another important component of
this phase.

NIC, New Delhi is the key technology
associate in designing, development,
implementation and maintenance
of the Software Systems (WAMSI)
for the scheme in close consultation
with the Ministry of Minority Affairs,
Government of India.

The phase-I of the project entails to
accomplish the following objectives:

(a) To maintain up-to-date correct
inventories for Waqf Properties.

(b) To facilitate cross checking of
Wagf Property Records with other
databases maintained at State/UT
level especially those of Revenue
Records and Civic Bodies.

(c) To track the revenue generated
from individual Waqgf Properties
by ensuring timely reminders for
submission of Annual Returns by
Wagqf Properties’ Managers.

(d) To transparently manage the
leasing process of Waqf Properties
and to monitor the pending payments
from lessees thereof.

(e) To track the litigations on Wagqf
Properties by ensuring timely pleading
in the Hon’ble Courts.

(f) To digitally preserve the documents
establishing the Waqf Properties
Ownership rights.

(g To facilitate easy retrieval of
documents when required in case of
litigations in Hon’ble Courts.

Apart from the known benefits as
part of objectives listed above, there
would be many intrinsic benefits such
as streamlining of record keeping at
State/UT Waqf Boards, enhanced
transparency in the existing system
of Waqf Management, etc. Another
anticipated benefit would be electronic
access of valuable documents related
to Waqf Properties that will reduce
unnecessary handling of fragile
documents, thus contributing to their
long-term preservation.

The project is a landmark one and
is allowing the development of Waqf
Properties to increase the revenues
which can then be utilised for an all-
round development.

The greatest benefit will be the real
time monitoring that can be carried
out for each Waqf Property in the
country to ensure that such Wagqf
Properties are not encroached and/or
alienated.

TECHNOLOGY FEATURES

1.The WAMSI On-line System
for SWBs consists of the following
modules:

* WAMSI Registration Module

* WAMSI Annual Return Filing
Module

* WAMSI Leasing Module

e WAMSI  Litigations  Tracking
Module

Technologies involved (Software)

* Red Hat Enterprise Linux 5
(Operating System)

* Apache Tomcat 5.5 (Web Server)

* PostgreSQL 8.2 (RDBMS Database)
* JDK 1.5 (Programming Language)

* J2EE 1.4 (JSP, JSTL)

* Oracle JDeveloper 10.1.3 (IDE)
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* Strut 1.1 (Framework)

*SVN 5
Versioning)

(Collaboration  and

¢ Services of Google Map APIs

Technologies involved (Hardware)
* WAMSI On-line System is deployed
at NIC-National Data Centre.

2. WAMSI Public Interface On-
line System aims to search Waqf
Properties and their present status any
time by any one. The Software and
Hardware specifications are similar to

the WAMSI Online System.

3. WAMSI Off-line DMS System for
SWBs consist of

* WAMSI DMS System

* WAMSI BDU Utility

Technologies involved (Software)

* Red Hat Enterprise Linux 5 & MS-
Windows XP/7 (Operating System)

¢ Apache Tomcat 5.5 (Web Server)
* PostgreSQL 8.2 (RDBMS Database)

* DSpace Source Code 1.4.2 (Open
Source DMS)

* Apache Ant 1.8.0 (Building Tools)
* JDK L5 (Programming Language)
* Eclipse (IDE)
* Net Beans
Development)

e Java Swing 2.0 (Java - BDU
Development)

* JRE 6.0 (for BDU run on PCs)

6.9.1 (IDE - BDU

Technologies involved (Hardware)

* WAMSI DMS System & WAMSI
BDU Utility are deployed at
individual SWB locations on PC/
Server Environment in compliance
to the requirement of SWBs i.e., not
to use Internet for Waqf Ownership
Digital Documents delivery although
technology supports this aspect.

4. Locations: Location of each
Immovable =~ Waqf Property is
identified on the basis of Census
2011 Geographical Location Codes
designed by MDDS Committee for
the said purpose headed by Registrar
General of India.
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5. GPS Coordinates: GPS  ACHIEVEMENTS
Coordinates of Immovable Waqf * Nearly three lakh (2,92,301) data

Properties are used to help SWBs to
locate their Waqf Properties layouts
and find out encroachments (if any)
over the period of time using Google
Maps/Earth APIs through different
permutation and
parameters tightly integrated within
the Application.

combination of

IMPLEMENTATION

As on May 31, 2014, WAMSI
Project has been implemented in 28
SWBs across the country. In spite of
various hurdles, the project is going
on smoothly and leveraged with the
continuous training & motivation of
SWBs officials/staff by the Members
of PMU(WAMSI)-cum-Development
Team stationed at NIC-HQ, New
Delhi. The registration of Waqgf
properties in WAMSI On-line System
has crossed the figure of 2,92,301 as
on May 31, 2014 since its first release
on November 15, 2010.

The contributions to SWBs have
multiplied manifolds due to tracking
of annual returns submission in
SWBs. Madhya Pradesh and Assam
SWBs have proved as an exemplar in
this case. Digitization of Ownership
Documents has been completed
in Eleven SWBs namely Madhya

Pradesh, Assam, Puducherry,
Manipur, Lakshadweep, Bihar
(Shia), Uttarakhand, Chattisgarh,

Maharashtra, Kerala and Tamil Nadu.

entries on immovable properties have
been entered in the system so far
through online web application http://
wagqf.gov.in/wamsi/ from respective
State/UT Wagqf Board interfaces with
their own role-based credentials.

* Public Interface http://wamsi.nic.
in/ has been created for searching
the Waqf properties in India where
anyone could know about the current
status, location on map and annual
returns, litigation, leasing details of
the property in consideration. Public
Interface is powered by online web
application running for State/UT
Wagqf Boards.

* Open Source Technologies such
as Java Programming Language,
PostgreSQL Database, etc. have been
intensively employed for the project.

* GPS coordinates are being used for
drawing layouts of the Waqf Properties
on satellite imageries with advanced
search parameters like encroached
and/or litigated Waqf Properties in a
particular district/city/town/village.

AWARDS

WAMSI Project has received Skotch
Digital Inclusion Award 2012 for
being among Top-100 ICT Projects in
India during the year 2012.
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NAEEM AHMED

Technical Director
Minority Affairs Informatics Division
E-mail : nacem@nic.in
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